WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A CHRISTIAN
1. MEANS IDENTIFYING WITH CHRIST.
A. Ideal is that when hears you are a Christian, they automatically associate you with Christ and know of your allegiance to Him.
B. Illustrate with the Herodians, Matthew 22:16.
C. One begins identifying with Christ at the point of gospel obedience, Romans 6:2-5.

2. MEANS WEARING THE NAME WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN BY GOD HIMSELF.
A. Isaiah 56:5,6; Isa.62:2; Acts 11:26
B. Christians did not give this name to themselves nor did the enemies of Christ give it to the disciples.
C. God orchestrated this name.  It was prophesied by Isaiah and fulfilled in the book of Acts, etc.

3. MEANS BECOMING A CHRISTIAN, SUBMITTING TO THE GOSPEL.
A. Yes, we become a Christian; we do not merely designate ourselves as such; nor do we trust another to say we are such.  We must individually respond to Christ and his gospel.
B. Acts 26:26-28; Acts 11:26/Matt.28:19; I Peter 4:16-18.

4. MEANS ONE BELONGS TO CHRIST.
A.  Galatians 3:26-29; Acts 20:28; I Cor.6:19-20.
B. James Watkins used to say:  “Without Christ, I am nothing;” (emphasizing the “ian” in the name Christian).
C. This makes all our decisions easy; including church attendance.

5. MEANS ONE STRICTLY OPPOSES HUMAN NAMES OR MAN-MADE NAMES.
A.  I Cor.1:10-13
B. Human names are unwise because men are unwise (Prov.14:12).
C. Human names are unwise because of 1:13 – no human was crucified for us.  Can you imagine taking the Lord’s supper and wearing a human name?
D. There’s no other name like Jesus, Phil.2:9-11; Acts 4:12; James 2:7.  Why wear any other name?

6. MEANS LEARNING TO LOVE LIKE GOD LOVES.
A. James 2:1-7; Acts 10:34,35; I Timothy 2:4
B. If we dishonor the poor, we blaspheme the worthy name.

7. MEANS BEING DEDICATED TO HELPING OTHERS BECOME CHRISTIANS.
A. Acts 26:26-28
B. Three questions to ask others:  Are you a Christian?  What do you mean by that?  How did you come to that conclusion?

8. MEANS ONE NOW RULES OVER SIN.
A. I Peter 4:15 – these sins represent any activity which opposes the will of God.  
B. Romans 6:11,12
C. Remember, sin brings suffering…

9. MEANS ONE IS WILLING TO SACRIFICE AND SUFFER IN ORDER TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF JESUS.
A. I Peter 4:16; Acts 2:41; Matthew 16:24-26

10.  MEANS ONE, ABOVE ALL THINGS, GIVES GLORY TO GOD.
I PETER 4:16; 4:11; I Cor.1:31; Gal.6:14
11.  MEANS ONE IS NOT ASHAMED OF THE LORD. I Peter 4:16; MK.8:38

12.  MEANS ONE IS HIGHLY MOTIVATED TO PLEASE THE Lord.
a. Proverbs 22:1
b. Remember who you are.
c. It’s not really about your reputation; it’s about the name of Christ.
d. We are to reflect and protect the name of Christ; people watch; let us not bring reproach.
